COMMUNICATION 


FROM    THE 


PRESIDENT    OF    THE    ANNAPOLIS    AND  ELK-RIDGE 

SAIL    ROAD     COMPANY- 


IN    OBEDIENCE 


TO  AN  ORDER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


ANNAPOLIS: 
WILLIAM  M^NEIR,  PRINTER. 

184L 


Office  of  the  Annapolis  and  Elk-Ridge  Rail  Road  Company ^ 

January  28th,  1841. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  an  or- 
der passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  26th  inst.  requiring  the  President  and 
Directors  of  this  company  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  amount  of  tolls 
received  since  the  introduction  of  cars  on  the  said  rail  road,  what  num- 
ber of  passengers  have  travelled  on  said  rail  road,  and  what  price  has 
been  charged  by  said  company  from  this  to  Baltimore,  and  why  they 
charge  six  per  cent,  more  for  passengers  from  Baltimore  to  Annapolis 
than  they  do  from  Annapolis  to  Baltimore,  and  also  what  have  been 
the  expenses  of  the  company  for  conducting  the  said  road. 

The  order  has  been  submitted  to   the   Board,  and  I  am  directed  to 
report  that  the  connexion  between  the  road  of  this  company  and  the 
Washington  Branch  of  the  Baltimore   and  Ohio  rail  road,  not  being 
completed,  and  the  rates  of  chaiges  for  transportation  not  being  yet 
fixed,  the  company  has  not  yet  commenced  the  regular  transportation 
of  commodities  to  and  from  Baltimore.     A  very  small  amount  of  tolls 
has  been  as  yet  received  or  earned — ihe  company  merely  undertaking 
to  transport  from   the   junction  to  Annapolis,  such  articles  as  may  be 
brought  theje  by  the  trains  from  Bahimoiej  for  the  special  accommo- 
dation of  the  owners.     The  burthen  train  of  the  company  has  been 
engaged  in  transporting  to  Annapolis,  cord- wood,  deposited  along  the 
line  of  the  road.      The  amount^  of  freights  earned  for  this  transporta- 
tion, since  the  opening  of  the  road,  has  been  inconsiderable.     In  con- 
sequence of  the    unfinished   state    of  tlie  road,  with  I'eference  to   its 
switches  and  sidelings,  the  company  have  been  able  to  bring  down  a 
quantity  of  wood  for  less  than  would  have  been  transported  under 
other  circumstances. 

That  the  road  was  opened  for  travel  on  the  26th  day  of  December, 
1840;  since  which  date,  there  have  been 

389  passengers  from  Baltimore  to  Annapolis. 

62  "  from  Washington  to  Annapolis. 

432  "  from  Annapolis  to  Baltimore. 

40  "  from  Annapolis  to  Washington. 

26  "  from  Annapolis  to  the  junction. 

949  passengers  entered  on  the  wiiy-oills  iVom20th  Dcccia'ier,  fSIO^ 
to  26th  January,  1811. 


In  addition  to  the  above  passengers,  a  large  numLer  liavc  also 
travelled,  wliose  names  were  not  entered  upon  the  way-bills.  '1  lie 
amount  received  for  such  passengers,  bet^vcen  the  above  dates,  is 
,^5345  52.  The  number  of  passengers  iVom  whom  this  sum  was  re- 
<X'ived,  is  estimated,  for  passengers  travelling  through  the  whole  dis- 
tance, at  300,  and  about  100  for  way-passengets.  Making  the  aver- 
age number  of  p-.'.ssengeis,  per  day,  43. 

The  rates  of  travelling  were  fixed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  at 
S2  00  forihe  whole  distance  from  Baltimore  to  Annapolis;  and  $2  50 
for  the  whole  distance  between  Washington  and  Annapolis;    and  6|- 
cents  per  mile  for  any  less  distance.      The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  load 
company,  by  a  temporary  arrangement  between  it  and  this  company, 
is  entitled  to  $1   37J  for  all  passengers  between  Washington  and  An- 
napolis, and  $1   l'2h   for  all   passengers  to   and   from  Annapolis  and 
Baltimore.     .Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  road,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  conductois  on  the  Washington  road  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
from  passengers,  to  and  from  the  junction  and  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
$1   00.     The  price  for  transportation  to  way-passengers,  on  our  road, 
"being  $1  25,  orders  were  given  to  the  conductor  to  charge  one  dollar 
to  all  travellers  from  Annapolis  to  Baltimore,  and  from  Baltimore  to 
Annapolis,  who  had  not  jirovidevl  themselves  with  tickets;    thus  ena- 
bling them  to  travel  the  whole  distance  for  -$'2  00,  the  sum  fixed  by  the 
jegulalions  of  the  tvvo  companies.      We  have  lately   understood  that 
the  Baltimoie  and  Oliio  rail  r'oad  company  have  increased  their  charge 
tor  transportation  from  -$1  CO  to  $  I   12|.     By  thrs  alteration  in    the 
charges  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company  for  transpoilii- 
tion  of  way-passengers,  j)ersons  who  have  not  j)rovlded   themselves 
vviih  tickets,  are  made  to  pay  ^2   12.L  for  the  whole  distai^ce  between 
i^jaltiinore   and   Annapolis.      There  is   no  xlifferencc;  in  the  charges  to 
tnivellers  between  Annapolis  and  Baltimor'c  and  Baltimore  and  Anna- 
polls, 

Ti)C  arr.Tngement  already  alluded  to  between  the  two  companies,  is 
toniporaiy;  and  we  indulge. tlie  reasonable  hope  that  the  justice  of  th« 
Boar'd  of  Directoi's  of  the  Baltimore  and  Oiiio  rail  road  comj)arjy  will 
induce  them,  on  further  consideration,  to  divide  the  fare  for  transpor- 
tation between  ihe  two  cities  equally,  so  as  to  render  to  this  company, 
tor  transjjortation  over  20  miles  of  its  road,  the  same  sum  whicli  they 
exact  for  (ransjK)i tatinn  over  less  than  18  miles  of  the  Baltimore  and 
VVashington  road.  '!  his  can  be  tlone  by  reducing  the  fare  over  the 
l.itter  road  to  the  price  which  was  usually  paid  tor  transportation  over 
the  same  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  road  of  this  company.  As  the 
improveiuonts  of  the  comjiany  aie  yet  irrcomplete,  th(;ir  dally  exj)enses 
are  at  tliis  monient  greater  than  will  be  necessary  alter  the  road  shall 
liave  been  j')laci-d  in  conijilele  order;  and  it  is  therefore  imjiracticable 
to  separate  the  chat-ges  which  are  necessary  for  the  conducting  of  th« 
',;u;;ipniiy''s  {raiMs.  from  those  wiiich  are   incuircd  for  purposes  of  cout 


struclioii  and  imni'ovf-incn'       ti 

lately  n.ade,  estinairn^'dai  v  :v;:S:^on '"•^^''^'^^^3',  ^"  -^^-^ 

•••ontino-ent  expenses-    in. 'u!  -  o-  ;i  ^  *"  ^^''^  ^^  ^^i^«'.  toi  other 

'^g^regn^c  of  $30  00  per  day.      ^  ''''  "^^^'"^"^^^  ^^    ^^^e  company,  an 
i  !i.i\o  ilip  Ik.iioi-  to  be, 

\ery  resprctruHv, 

somehvilll:  pinkxky, 

Preoident. 
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